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‘Have You Heard 


IF ΜΟΥ, WMERE MAVE YOU BEEN: 
WE MAVE SEEM SERVING TME T/S COMMUNITY 
SINCE 1981 440 WE ARE HOW THE WORLO'S 
LARGEST TIMEX/SINCLAIR OEALER! ο] 
FOR JUST 84.00 (REFUMOABLE) YOU CAM GET ὁ 
CATALOG AMO PRICE SHEET SO του CAM SEE 
WHAT WE MAVE TO OFFER TO FILL YOUR WEEDS. 
FROM PRINTERS ΩΜΟ INTERFACES TO OFSK 
ORIVES AMO RAMOISK, we HAVE IT. 
| ασ 1 ΠΠ. 
1413 1/2 7TH STREET 
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THE DOUBLE WHAMMY 


Ok. You asked for it. We've 
tried to attract you with auctions. 
Lots of good, vintage, collector’s 
stuff for cheap. Bribed you with the 
possibility of effecting all-new 
managerial policy at SEATUG, via 
elections. 

All for naught. 

And now, you're gonna get it. 

This November 7, 1991, we're not 
doing either one of the above: We're 
doing both! 

That's right. Hold onto your 
Windows, folks, ‘cause the next SEATUG 
meeting will feature a complete 
election of all offices, followed by 
a now-familiar auction that can’t be 
beat! Will Derryck chair the 
post-election auction? Or will some 
kind soul finally give him a break? 

Be here and find out! 

Current members and paying 
subscribers have a huge jump on anyone 
else, for they already know what’s on 
the auction bid list. This was 
published last month by Malcolm Post 
in the ’SWYM-shorts’ edition. Some of 
our remote members have already mailed 
checks to cover their bids. 

See you at the event! 


THE LEGAL WILLIES 
One of the ’bennies’ we enjoy 


with our line of micros is the 
proliferation and availability of 
"free" software. Most original 


authors of our favorites have quit the 
business and released their hard work 
to public domain. 

But not everyone. - While 
Timex/Sinclair clubs around the 
country are busy stocking their 
libraries with anything that moves, it 
is best to keep aware of certain 
titles that may be illegal in your 
possesion, or at least to freely 
distribute among club members. 

The following is a list of known 
active titles; that is, if you have 


them, you better have paid for them! 
This list is by no means complete. 
If vou know of any that aren't 
mentioned, please write, by all 
means. 

This first list is available only 

thru RMG, who has sole distribution 
rights: 
PRO-FILE*3 and +5 (2068), ZERBO PLANET 
FINDER and MUSIC AND GRAPHICS (2068), 
WILCOX YACHT (1000 + 2068), WILCOX 
TAROT (2068), S&K EXPRESS (2068), 
KRUNCHER(2068 &1000), ANDROMEDA 3, 
TRACER(2068), ZEBRA 2068 titles SIGN 
DESIGNER, GREETING CARD and 12 ICON 
LIBRARIES, EXECUTIVE WORKSHOP series 
for the QL and 2068, DISTANCE CALC(QL) 
and all ARROW software titles. 

Outside this, Larry Zunk is still 
in the running with CADZ, ZEBU and 
CADZ-PC (all 2068). Bill Ferrebee has 
not released his works to PD, that I 
know of. Perhaps you can shine a 
light, Bill? Rights to the "VU" 
series (VU-CALC,  VU-FILE and  VU-3D) 
are held by Games To Learn By. These 
are no longer being produced and I 
don’t believe GTLB is around any more, 
but the rights are still "held." All 
TASMAN software is still copyrighted 
in England (I understand they will 
prosecute!), 2-BIT Software (remember 
them?) is still live thru SMUG, WAR IN 
THE EAST is owned by Sharp's, anything 
by BYTE POWER remains very much 
active, PRO/FILE 1000 is owned by WMJ 
DATA SYSTEMS, John McMichaels 
continues to produce and Jack  Dohaney 
retains rights to all his works, 
including MSCRIPT and WORD MASTER. 

I wish to thank Rod Gowen of RMG 
for a great portion of the above 
information. Again, what we didn't 
cover, we want to know about! 


CHOICE BITS 

Where can you by a QL computer 
for only 35 dollars? 

Which two people received 
"surprise rights" to the QL in the 
USA? 

Is there a software-switchable 
Spectrum Emulator cartridge for 2068 
dock port use? 

Where can you find 200,000 Zebra 
FDD disk system users? 

Where is it possible to sell your 
old ZX-80 for $250 and get it?? 

Was there an IBM "Sinclair 
Clone"??? 
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Dear Mr. Kereluck, 


Your "Random Bits" article, in 
the Sept/Oct issue of SWYM, was an eye 
opener-- tested  T/S1000s for $2.00? 

I must say I appreciate the 
typographical error regarding Hacker 
Electronics’ phone number (It was 
given as area code 878, when the 
correct code is 818), which probably 
gave me a chance to get my order in 
before the crowds hit. I ordered ten, 
and have written an article for the 
T/SNUG newsletter regarding how to 
assemble all the other parts (power 
supplies, cables, RAM expanders, etc.) 
to end up with full 16K systems cheap 
enough (about $11.50, total) for 
individuals or user groups to give to 
needy kids and charities. 

If you would like to reproduce 
that article, I do still have it on 
tape (2068 Tasword Two format), and I 
can contact Don Lambert to see if he 
minds. I just hope my optimism about 
how easy it was to assemble complete 
systems was not premature; despite 
having placed the order about 
September 5th and having followed up 
with a phone call around October ist, 
Hacker has still not shipped the CPUs 
(to be fair, they haven’t cashed my 
check, either). 

In any case, here’s some 
follow-up information that might be 
helpful to your readers. Hacker 
indicated that of the units they test, 
more that 502 turn out to be 
defective. So, if someone is looking 
for functional units, he's probably 
better off ordering one of the $2.00 
tested units instead of ordering two 
of the $1.00 untested units and 
"taking his chances." 

Hacker sells the units that have 
tested "bad" for 50-cents apiece. 
They said most of the "bad" units 
have keyboard problems. So, someone 
who just needs controller or spare 
parts might find the "bad" ones to be 
perfectly adequate. 
Also, your readers may not be 
aware that American Design Components 


ù) 


(€00-776-3700, minimum order $15.00) 
sells surplus, full-size, "add-on" 
keyboards for the T/S1000 for $5.95 
(item #6712); 5ο, the 50-cent 
bad-keyboard 1000s might also be good 
candidates for that upgrade. I don’t 
know much about the ADC keyboards, 
yet, but I’ve ordered one to find out 
just how difficult they are to attach 
to the computer (If I can do it, 
anyone can!). 


Gil Parrish 


Beggs, OK 
REPLY: 

Yes, the quoted price from Hacker 
for tested TS1000s is correct. khat 


was inadvertently omitted was the fact 
that this price does not include 
shipping charges. Also, our club 
librarian had similar, but slightly 
increased difficulties for his  5-unit 
order, so this should be taken into 
account until the situation improves. 
The 502 fault rate seems about right. 
I bought 2: One was perfect and one 
wasn't! 
Thanks for the phone # 
correction. All hands, take note! 

You mentioned an obvious but 
often over-looked area: needy kids 
and charities. User groups, please 
Sive some thought into helping the 
computer  "wannabees" become more 
literate via this very inexpensive 
method we all enjoy. 

I'll pass around your magazine 
list at the next meeting, although 
what's really needed is à 
nationally-available item and source 
index of all T/S related articles ever 
published. I believe SNUG is working 
on this. 

Good luck at the auction!! 


---Chuck 
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October 3, 1991 


The meeting was called to order 
by President Derryck Turner at 7:47 
P.M. There were 7 members present. 

Dave Battershill, the Treasurer, 
reported a balance of $385.33 in the 
Treasury. 

The annual election of officers 
will take place next month at the 
monthly meeting on November 7, 1991. 

Please consider offering your 
services to the club. We could 
benefit from new ideas and possibly 
new directions. After the election, 
there will be an auction of the 


computer items donated by Donald 
Strand. The Mind-ware printer was 
found to be OK. The problems were 


that the printer ribbon had dried up, 
and it was found that the printer 
would not operate when plugged behind 
the Byte-Back UM-64 memory, but if 
plugged directly into the computer, it 
performed satisfactorily. 

Derryck passed around a letter he 
received from Puget Sound Computer 
User explaining a new BBS service thev 
will be offering. There will be a 
charge of $0.75 per hour for private 
users. There will be 10 free hours 
for computer clubs to form Special 
Interest Groups in conjunction with 
the BBS. Chuck will investigate if 
there would be any benefits of our 
further involvement with this 
offering. 

Derryck asked if anyone knows the 
location of the EPROM programmer. Pat 
has the computer interface circuit 
board. 

Chuck reminded us that the Timex 
2068 should not be considered 
obsolete, since it is still being 
produced in South America. Does 
anyone know if a second display can be 
added to the 2068? 

The business portion of the 
meeting concluded at 9:31. There 
followed discussion of long distance 
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telephone rates offered 
contenders and how affect our use of 
computer modems. 


Dave told us about his 


investigation of large screens for 
Television and wondered if any one of 
us might be interested. He has found 
that the Magnavox LC 1000 which is 


listed at $6500 can be had at about 


1/3 that price if enough people go 
together to get a group rate. If so, 
please contact Dave. 


Respectfully submitted.. 
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Guess what? Some very exciting 
things are going on in the 
Sinclair-world! Seems that down in 
California (where else?), there is an 
organization called SLIX, that, to my 


knowledge, is doing more on-going 
research and development for the 
Sinclair community than anyone this 
side of the Atlantic Ocean! SLIX, or 
the Sinclair Information Exchange, is 
accumulating massive amounts of 
Sinclair tidbits from all over the 
world. Between SLIX And. ests 
companion newsletter, Sinclink, I have 
seen more exciting news about our 
little machines than anywhere else in 
recent memory. It’s GREAT that 
someone, i.e. Bill Miller, has taken 
on this very important role and my hat 
goes off to him! 

We, the Sinclair community, have 
had a dire need for someone to 
coordinate. all the information has 
been scattered around between all the 
various users groups around the 
country. Just getting all this info 
into one place insn’t enough for Bill 
though, he’s succeeding in getting 
most of it on disc. This means all 
this information will be able to be 
sorted and recalled electronically! No 
more going through piles and piles of 
back issue newsletters to find that 
article you need! A couple key words 
and there it is! Granted, a lot of 
work still needs to be done, but .Bill 
encourages anyone out there with a 
little extra time to get involved and 
help out. ὦ 

Here’s more information about 
SLIX and Sinclink gleaned from the 
pages of one of the Sinclinks Bill 
sent to me as part of an information 
exchange: 


SincLink is the name of the original 
publication of the *Group Using Timex/ 
Sinclair/ Cambridge/ Emacs of Silicon 
Valley (GUTSCE/SV)* SincLink was 
first published in April, 1982. 


ADVANTAGES OF 


SUBSCRIBING TO SincLink?* — 
purpose of most user groups is to 
share information. The best way to do 


this is thru a newsletter, since most 
members cannot attend every meeting, 
if you have a problem (or a solution 
the best way to ask for help (or give 
help) is thru the newsletter. The 
newsletter also usually contains 
information about other User Groups 
around the nation and the world that 
we gather thru our newsletter 
exchanges. 
*HOW DO I "SUBSCRIBE" TO SincLink?* 
For User Groups (even small ones, 


. there is nothing wrong with a one 


person User Group that puts out it’s 
newsletter on a TS2040), we would 
prefer to exchange newsletters on disk 
(or paper if disk is not available). 
If you just can't exchange 
newsletters, the best way to 
'Subscribe' to SincLink is thru SLIX 
(SincLair Information eXchange). 


Send us some Sinclair/ 
Cambridge/Emacs related information 
and we will send you a current 


*SincLink Information & News* and a 
'SLIX Activities & Articles’ printout 
with your information in it so that 
you can check it for accuracy and 
suitability.. 
Mail exchange newsletters or 
information (on disk or paper) to:.. . 
SLIX -- Bill Miller-408-253-3175 =- 
6675 Clifford Drive -- Cupertino,CA 
95014-4530.. 
You may also E-mail your information 
to MFSBBS-408-253-2295 or 
SLIX-408-253-3175 (voice) 
Internet/CompuServe: 
slixZsvcsl@mips.com 

If you just can’t exchange 
information, you may subscribe to 
SincLink for $15.00 per year. Make 
check or money order payable to: 
SincLink..Mail to:.. SincLink.. c/o 
Bill Miller at the above address. 


There are considerable efforts 
already being made to standardize the 
format of this information exchange. 

All items are numbered to be able to 
index lines, subjects and articles for 
later retrieval. In a newsletter, you 
will normally find an index in the 
front that is indexed by these 


. numbers. If you then wanted to go to 


zum 


a particular article you would only 
have to search electronically for that 
number. Nice, huh? 

Another thing that is unique about 


the way these guys are handling the 
distribution of their newsletter is, 
one only has to send down some 
information to get a copy of the 
newsletter for oneself. If you review 
"How do I subscribe" above, you get 


the impression that they would rather 
have the exchanged information rather 
than money! What a refreshing 
concept! 

So, if you have anything at all 
to share, send it on down and let’s 
keep these machines alive. Remember, 
the thing that makes people move on to 
other systems is the 


not getting any support. or not having 


a place to get answers for their 
questions. I think we should support 
Bill and the Sinclair community by 


getting personally involved with this 


effort. Drop him a line, he will be 
glad to here from you!. 

Now for some more real exciting 
stuff! Ever wanted a hard drive for| 
your TS1000? How 'bout that 2068 or | 


QL? Well, as I speak (or write), some 
talented people down there are working 
towards an interface so you can use an 
IBM compatible as a file server for 
the above mentioned machines. 
Because the prices for these machines 
are falling so fast, it would be 
cheaper and faster to use them as a 
file server rather than designing a 
hard disc controller for our machines. 


This is the idea as I understand it, 
anyway. If you love the operating 
system but hate the mass storage 


limitations of your Sinciair computer, 
this is the answer to all your 
dreams! 

Bill has an open invitation our 
to anyone who can help with this 
project. Interfacing is a little 
(make that alot) over my head or I'd 
love to have my name associated with 
the re-birth of the Sinclair machines. 

Any takers? 

The last thing I want to cover in 
this issue is the project Bill and the 
gang are doing with the GNU operating 
system. First, I’m going to attempt 
to tell you what it is and how it came 
about. 
first but hang in there, it really is 
pretty interesting. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS for non- 
SeaTTle area users are 
only τω ως, ro SEATUG., 
c/o Dave Bartershill., 
Treasurer, Ε.Π. Ετος kbHHbg 
Tacoma, WA MBHbEH. 

Free exchanges are made 
between other related 
clubs via the newslerter 
exchange program. 


ADVERTISIOG is accepted 
and encouraged! Full-page, 
half snd quaercrer-page sri 
space is available. 
Contract 

Chuck Kereluck for rares. 


ARTICLE CONTRIBUTIONS are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

A Tr&exTfilge from InSCRIFT, 
THEWUDFEL or a Pixel Print 
column is preferable. If 
USED, make a Tape compu and 
mail το Chuck Kereluck. 
For rgemeasTr comtribputrers, 
mailed Tapes will be 
returned. For modem users, 
arTricles tin either 268 
ar HELII formar) masy be 
uploaded τω PHOTOSYNTHESIS 
(glib)jazsi-zsuza. 24-hour 
access. B. 1. N. 


Tuped, 5-1/2" x 11 TEXT 
iS acicenreadie.if diagrams 
erg inciudec. use ms large 
mailer To accommodate ΤΠΕ: 
unfolded size. 

Ηγπτίσιες suppiied on ZEBRA 
ΕΠΟ or IBM PO 5-174" or 
3-172" disks are also 
acrcempriblege. These will be 
reTurned τα the surhur. 


REPRINTS. Articles in 
SWYM mau be reprinted for 
use in other news!errercs, 
providing mrmnmper credit 
im given τα The author 
and publication. 


